Fall Tree Care

Fall is for Planting!

As the air temperatures cool and the soill
temperatures are still warm; this is the best time
of the year to plant new trees into the ground.

Plant root development underground is very rapid
at this time of year. A tree can quickly become
established into the soil before winter so that
growth in the spring is significantly increased
over spring plantings.



KEEPING PLANTS HEALTHY
The Right Plant In The Right Place
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Geographic Location

Cold air travels like water—Cold air flows down and away from sloping land, damming up behind objects and settling in low
spots. Plant frost-sensitive fruit on sloping land where cold air will drain away.
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Above: A south-facing house
with typical microclimates.
These change with the sea-
son and angle of sun. A walk
around your house at various

5 Y times of day indicate the best
( sites for growing citrus.
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Range for frost-tender citrus can be extended by
planting them against a surface that absorbs daytime
heat and releases it slowly at night. Different surfaces
vary as to heat and light reflected, absorbed or
stored

Long rays
MW

Long rays

(heat) |
—= S L I .
Pavement Soil Masonry wall




LIGHT

Exposure:
Full Suni South Facing




Planting in the Grotnd

Correct

Light pruning:
rubbing, crossed

or damaged branches
are removed

Trunk protected by
loose tree guard, taken
off after one year

Only existing soil
used as backfill

Planting hole 2-3 times
root ball width, depth
same as root ball

Leader left unpruned

Less potentially
damaging nylon
or plastic guying

~<———  Stake (if needed)
driven into soil outside

root ball, removed after

one year

2” - 3" organic muich
applied well away from
trunk, no black plastic
mulch layer

All ropes removed,
= top half of burlap and
—  wire basket removed,
burlap slit for root extension




Plantlng In the Ground

canopy drip line

absorbing roots

lateral roots

sinker root

heart roots




SOIL®

Textuce:
Sand

Good aeration and drainage. Does not compact easilly.

Poor water retention. Nutriritmoor,cdessmidt
nutrients well.

Clay

Good water retention. NutrEmtrrichaamdreetairss
nutrients well.

Poor aeration and drainage. Compacts easiliy..
Silt / lLoam

Best situation. Good water retention, aermation,
drainage, nutrient availability and netarition. [Dess ot
compact easily.




SOIL*

-

Scale is 0 to 14

0 is most acid

14 is most alkaline
7 is neutral

Most Planits grow best in a pH range of
approximately 5.5 to 7.8

Some secarmad&ny amdl micnomutrients become
ﬁherllnically "locked up"” when tihe soil pH gets oo
igh.



SOILE
Soil Ansendmentsand Mnéches

G:;endlments are mlxed mto tlhue soul IMuIches are laid on top of

Organic and Inorganic F

Organic soil amendmelmus anemnbt recommended when planting
trees. AT Best, they do no good, and at wost ity rl:mlrtlmaae
development of roots into tthe mativesoll s well s

drainage issues Worse..

If s0il amendments are used, inorganic amendments are £ ¢ J
preferred. These include gypsum soil acidifiers (such as soil {7 .~
sulfur) and starter (Gartilizers. i

Organic mulches are preferred. As they decomposetthey
improve the soil ecosystem.




Mulehes

» Mulching a large portion of tthe
feeder root zone is one of tine
most beneficial things you can
do for your trrees.

iInches deep and should not
touch the trunk of the tree or
plant. It should extend beyond
the drip line.

» Mulch will decompose and needs
to be reapplied at least annually.



