
Fall Tree Care

Fall is for Planting!

As the air temperatures cool and the soil 
temperatures are still warm; this is the best time 

of the year to plant new trees into the ground.

Plant root development underground is very rapid 
at this time of year.  A tree can quickly become 
established into the soil before winter so that 
growth in the spring is significantly increased 
over spring plantings.



KEEPING PLANTS HEALTHY
The Right Plant In The Right Place

MICROCLIMATE

Geographic Location

Elevation

Topography

Exposure



LIGHT

Exposure:

Full Sun ïSouth Facing 

At least 8 hours per day

Full Shade ïNorth Facing

Most plants will tolerate some sun.

There are varying degrees of shade.

Part Shade ïEast Facing

Filtered shade

Part Sun ïWest Facing

Marine layer



Planting in the Ground
Little pruning is 

done during the 1st

year.  The more 

branches that are 

left, the more 

leaves for the tree 

to produce food to 

grow.

DO NOT add soil 

amendments 

when planting 

trees!  These do 

no good in the 

long run and can 

deter root 

development into 

the native soil.  

They can also 

make drainage 

problems worse!

Where materials used 

to guy or stake trees 

comes into contact with 

the bark, the material 

should be at least 1ò 

wide.

Never leave stakes tied 

tightly to the trunk.  

Instead place stakes 

away from the tree 

trunk and tie the tree 

loosely in 2 or 3 

opposing directions if 

necessary to keep the 

tree upright.

Mulching the soil 

surface with an organic 

mulch is one of the 

BEST things you can do 

for your trees.  Do not 

place mulch directly 

against the trunk of the 

tree.



Planting in the Ground

A plants root system has three primary functions:  anchorage, food storage and 

absorbtion.  The root hairs or Feeder Roots are the roots which function to absorb water 

and nutrients.

A healthy plant has feeder roots which extend two to three times the height of 

the plant in radius and extend down into the soil 1-3 feet.  90% of all roots are within the 

top three feet of soil!



SOIL

Texture:
Sand

Good aeration and drainage.  Does not compact easily.

Poor water retention.  Nutrient poor, does not hold 
nutrients well.

Clay

Good water retention.  Nutrient rich and retains 
nutrients well.

Poor aeration and drainage.  Compacts easily.

Silt / Loam

Best situation.  Good water retention, aeration, 
drainage, nutrient availability and retention.  Does not 
compact easily.



SOIL

pH:
Scale is 0 to 14
0 is most acid
14 is most alkaline
7 is neutral

Most Plants grow best in a pH range of 
approximately 5.5 to 7.8

Some secondary and micronutrients become 
chemically "locked up" when the soil pH gets too 
high.



SOIL
Soil Amendments and Mulches

Amendments are mixed into the soil. Mulches are laid on top of 
the soil.

Â Organic and Inorganic

Â Organic soil amendments are not recommended when planting 
trees.  AT Best, they do no good, and at worst they impair the 
development of roots into the native soil as well as make 
drainage issues worse.

Â If soil amendments are used, inorganic amendments are 
preferred.  These include gypsum, soil acidifiers (such as soil 
sulfur) and starter fertilizers.

Â Organic mulches are preferred.  As they decompose they 
improve the soil ecosystem.



Mulches
Â Mulching a large portion of the 

feeder root zone is one of the 
most beneficial things you can 
do for your trees.

Â Mulch should be at least 2 to 3 
inches deep and should not 
touch the trunk of the tree or 
plant.  It should extend beyond 
the drip line.

Â Mulch will decompose and needs 
to be reapplied at least annually.


