An Introduction
to subtropical fruit for
Southern California




ACEROLA

Malpighia glabra / M. punicifolia

A A small tree, screen, hedge or
espalier.

A Cold hardy to 26 degrees.




ACEROLA

Malpighia glabra / M. punicifolia

A Small pink flowers occur on fruiting
spurs beginning in late spring.




Malpighia glabra

Aroduces 3-5 crops of fruit in
summer.

Ao fruit up to
vitamin C than an orange.



AVOCADO

Persea americana

A Standard sized trees grow 60 or more feet tall. Dwarfs grow
12-15 feet tall.

A There are three races of avocado. West Indian, Guatemalan
and Mexican. Hybrids of these races also exist.



AVOCADO

Persea americana

A Avocado var
or O0BO type
needed for best pollination
production.
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A 6AS6 type avocado fe
in the morning and male the next
afternoon.

A 6B6 type avocado fjg
in the afternoon and male the next
morning.

A Trees are very shallow rooted and love to have organic mulch cover the soil.

A Trees need excellent soil drainage and are prone to root rot diseases.
Phytopthera or avocado root rot is a common killer of avocado trees.

A The bark of avocados is very prone to damage from sunburn or sunscald and
should be whitewashed whenever it is exposed to direct sunlight, especially
during the hotter months.



AVOCADO

Persea americana

A Avocados trees are sensitive to salt
damage.

A Fertilize avocado trees with
complete fertilizers that include trace
minerals such as iron, zinc, and
magnesium. Citrus fertilizers are
generally appropriate for avocados
as well.

A Persea or avocado mite can occur on many avocado varieties. Severe
infestations will cause defoliation of the trees.




Avocado Lacebug

The avocado lace bug arrived in California in 2006 and only occurs in San Diego
County. Also known as the camphor lace bug, this pest feeds on the avocado fruit
tree (Persea americana), other Persea species and the camphor tree (Cinnamomum
camphora).

Adult lace bugs are about 1/8 inch long with an elaborately sculptured thorax and
forewings that form an expanded cover over their body. The adult thorax and
forewings have tiny clear cells that form a lacelike covering, hence the name "lace
bugs. i

The wingless nymphs are smaller, oval, and commonly have body spines. Adults and
nymphs occur together in groups on the underside of leaves.

Avocado lace bug has several generations a year. All stages can be present
throughout the year.




Avocado Lacebug

A Lace bugs suck leaf sap. Leaf stippling and
bleaching from feeding on infested leaves can
become very obvious by late summer. Adults and
nymphs also foul leaves with specks of dark,
varnishlike excrement.

A As lace bugs feed large brown or tan dead
blotches develop on leaves. Heavily damaged
leaves become dry, may curl, and drop
prematurely.

A Low lace bug populations do not damage trees.
Severe leaf damage results in sunburned limbs
and fruit when leaves fall from trees. Tree stress
from defoliation reduces subsequent fruit yields.
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_ AVOCADO

Persea americana

A Dozens of varieties exist and fruit can be
produced nearly year-round.

A Fruit varies in skin characteristics, oil
content, cold hardiness, tree and fruit
size, flower type, cold hardiness and
ripening season.




Musa acuminata & hybrids

Dwarf, semi-dwarf and standard sized trees. Useful as screens or specimen plants.

Plants enjoy heavy fertilizing and watering during the warm months of the yeatr.
Discontinue both during the colder months of winter.

Plants leaves will be killed by temperatures below 32 degrees. However
pseudostems and corms can survive temperatures well below freezing.



